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2023 Board of Directors:

Eric Brubaker — Chairman of the Board
David Clark — Vice-Chairman

Todd Graybill — Commissioner-Director
Jeff Frymoyer — Director

D. Richard Hackenberger-Director
Chad Reinford —Director

Shirley Saner — Director

Jerry Trout — Director

Donald Bashore — Associate Director
Jay Cheran — Associate Director

Jay Finkbinder — Associate Director

2023 District Staff:

Lori Glace — District Manager

Debra Dressler — Administrative Assistant

Brent Leach — Resource Conservation Technician
Mindy Musser — Resource Conservation Technician
Evan Mock— Resource Conservation Technician
John Pollock— Resource Conservation Technician
Cora Musser-Resource Conservation Summer Intern

Mission Statement:

The mission of the Juniata County Conservation District (JCCD) is to
preserve and promote the effective use of the county’s natural resources
through the provision of timely, coordinated, and professional guidance
and technical assistance to the landowners, land managers, and residents
of Juniata County. In doing so, it is our goal to ensure that Juniata
County’s future is characterized by a healthy environment, an informed
public, a commonsense regulatory climate, and a coordinated menu of
services, information, and regulations.

~ e




HISTORY

The Juniata County Conservation District was organized in 1957 as a legal
subdivision of local and state government and is responsible under state law
for conservation work within the county’s boundary lines.

The purpose of the district is to: resolve land and water-related resource
problems through voluntary compliance with landowners, to enlist and
coordinate help from all public and private sources that contribute to
accomplishing the district goals, and to educate all citizens on the inter-
relationships between human activities and the natural environment.

A board of local citizens attuned to local issues manages the district. Juniata
County is governed by a volunteer board of directors comprised of four (4)
farmer directors, three (3) public directors and a county commissioner
director. Meetings are held the fourth Tuesday of each month; January
through October at 7:00 p.m. No meeting is conducted in November, and
the December meeting is conducted at 1:30 pm in conjunction with an
annual directors’ banquet. Meetings are held at the Ag Service Center
located off the Arch Rock Exit of 322 in Mifflintown. The public is
encouraged and welcomed to attend these meetings.

The district’s effectiveness lies in our ability to network with local, state,
and federal agencies to solve local environmental problems. In most cases,
the district’s obligations to each agency are outlined through delegation
agreements or through a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), which
clearly states the role of each party.

Common concerns and activities of conservation districts include:
cooperation between agencies for developing conservation plans for
landowners, installation of conservation practices, financial cost-share for
water quality programs, timber management, wildlife management,
conservation education, promotional events, erosion and sedimentation
controls, floodplain management, nutrient management issues involving
the state’s Act 38 Nutrient Management Law, and Ag Land Preservation.

PURPOSE

eAssist landowners and managers with
the technical information and guidance
they need to address the natural
resources management decisions they
confront

e Ensure environmental regulations
and objectives are achieved in a user
friendly, practical, and, to the extent
possible, voluntary manner

¢ Provide educational workshops and
information to ensure that landowners,
managers, and residents in the county
understand, appreciate, conserve, and
protect the county’s unique natural
resources

e Encourage the effective and timely
coordination and dissemination of
information and resources among the
public agencies and  non-profit
organizations that either providing
services to the public or creating /
enforcing environmental policy related
objectives

e Promote the conservation and
effective use of Juniata County’s land,
waters, forests, soils, wildlife, air, and
other natural resources

e Collect and distribute relevant local,
county, regional, and state data and
information as appropriate

e Ensure citizens, land managers and
owners, and municipal officials are well
informed of their responsibilities
regarding the effective conservation
and use of the county’s natural
resources

e Provide, as appropriate, project-
specific ~ financial  assistance to
landowners and managers to ensure the
county’s and state’s environmental
goals and objectives are met

e Ensure the continued professional
and fiscal viability of a fully staffed
conservation district office

eExplore  evolving needs and
opportunities for helping the county and
its residents meet their environmental
stewardship goals and objectives.




Nutrient management is the
science and practice directed to
link soil, crop, weather, and
hydrologic factors with cultural
irrigation, and soil and water
conservation  practices to
achieve optimal nutrient use
efficiency, crop vyields, crop
quality, and economic returns,
while reducing off-site transport
of nutrients (fertilizer) that may
impact the environment. Delgado

and Lemunyon. “Nutrient Management.” In
Encyclopedia of Soil Science (Vol 2). Ed.
Rattan Lal. CRC Press, 2006. pp 1157-1160.

How do | know which
plan is needed?

| My operation has less than 2
AEU/acre so a manure
management plan is required.

[1 My operation has 2-299
AEU/acre soitis a
Concentrated Animal
Operation (CAO) and
requires an ACT 38 plan.

[1 My operation has 300 or more
AEUl/acre soitis a
Concentrated Animal
Feeding Operation (CAFO)
and requires an ACT 38 plan.

AEUs for each type of animal
= [average number of animals
on a typical day that the
animals are there x animal
weight (Ib) + 1,000] x [number
of days the animals are on the
operation per year + 365]

Juniata County Conservation District Programs

Ag Land Preservation Program

Since 2008, JCCD has administered the Juniata County Ag Land
Preservation Program under the direction of the Juniata County Agricultural
Land Preservation Board on behalf of the Juniata County Commissioners.
The 2023 fiscal year funding levels were $64,583 in state funding and
$15,000.00 in county funding.

The board received 12 applications in 2022. Two (2) farms were selected
and the easements were settled in 2023. One farm is a 39.75-acre crop farm
in Walker and Delaware Townships. The other farm is a 109.19-acre dairy
farm in Turbett Township. The next application cycle is December 1, 2023,
through January 31, 2024.

The Juniata County Agricultural Land Preservation Program has preserved
26 farms to date with permanent easements; consisting of 21 purchased
easements and five (5) donated easements totaling 3,225.34 acres. All
preserved farms are inspected annually to ensure compliance with the
Agricultural Conservation Easement requirements.

Nutrient Management Programming

Pennsylvania’s current nutrient management law, ACT 38, went into effect
on October 1, 2006, for the protection of soil and water quality through the
development of nutrient management plans and agricultural Best
Management Practices (BMPs) on production operations. The State
Conservation Commission (SCC) oversees the county conservation districts’
administration of the program to regulate nitrogen, phosphorous, and odor
management.

All farmers are encouraged to participate; however, livestock operations
defined as a concentrated animal operation (CAQO) must comply. A CAO is
defined as an operation with eight (8) or more animal equivalent units
(AEUs) of total animal units (AUs) on the farm and has two (2) or more
AEUs per acre available for manure application.

In 2023, JCCD wrote ten (10) manure management plans (MMPs), reviewed
and approved nine (9) ACT 38 Nutrient Management Plans (NMPs), and
three (3) ACT 49 Balance Sheet Reviews. The district’s staff conducted 49
annual status reviews comprised of 36 CAQOs, 12 CAFOs and one (1) VAO,
and verified four (4) Resource Enhancement and Protection (REAP)
applications. One (1) Manure Hauler Il exam was also proctored for
certification.

Manure Management Plans

Manure management workshops are offered twice annually at the Ag
Service Center. There were no attendees registered for the workshops held
in 2023.




Erosion and Sedimentation (E&S) Control Program

JCCD maintains a Level Il delegation with the Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) to administer Chapter 102 of the
Pennsylvania Clean Streams Law for Juniata County. The district reviews
E&S Control Plans for permitted National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES) and non-permitted sites.

In 2023, the district authorized five (5) NPDES permits encompassing 312
acres; of which a total of 33 acres were or will be disturbed. The district
reviewed and approved one (1) E&S plan for non-permitted site of less than
one (1) acre. Additionally, the district is responsible for inspecting earth
disturbance sites for adequate E&S control implementation. Eighty-six (86)
inspections were performed on 17 sites in 2023. JCCD technicians were
available to provide technical assistance to thirty-nine (39) participants.

Dirt, Gravel, and Low Volume Roads (DGLVR) Program

Pennsylvania’s Dirt, Gravel and Low Volume Roads (DGLVR) Program
provides funding to eliminate stream pollution caused by runoff and
sediment from the state’s comprehensive network of unpaved and low
volume public paved roads. The program was enacted into law in April 1997
as Section 9106 of the PA Vehicle Code, with $5 million in annual funding
for “environmentally sensitive road maintenance” for unpaved roads. The
goal of the program is to create a more environmentally and economically
sustainable low volume road network through education, outreach, and
project funding. The program has grown to award $28 million statewide and
added the low volume, paved road program in 2013.

JCCD receives annual allocations from the State Conservation Commission
(SCC) to administer the program locally which includes technical
assistance, project development, application reviews, project ranking, and
construction oversight. Applications are reviewed by the Quality Assurance
Board (QAB), comprised of partners from Pennsylvania Fish and Boat
Commission and Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS). Projects
are awarded by the JCCD Board of Directors. JCCD works closely with the
Center for Dirt & Gravel Road Studies for technical assistance and training
opportunities.

The spring QAB meeting was held on March 21, 2023, and four (4) LVR
projects were awarded a total of $204,707.42. The fall QAB meeting was
held on September 15, 2023. Three (3) DGR projects were awarded a total
of $231,861.51, and two (2) Low Volume Roads were awarded a total of
$55,108.69.

Planning to Build?

Are you planning to build a
home, add a garage, construct
an outbuilding, or expand
parking at your business?
Construction activities require
a permit or an approved plan.

JCCD can assist you in the
building process. Any project
involving 5,000 sg. feet of earth
disturbance requires an erosion
and sedimentation (E&S) plan
to be followed and kept at the
worksite.

When the earth disturbance
reaches one (1) acre or more, an
NPDES permit is required and
must be submitted for review
by the conservation district.

Your local municipality may
have additional regulations for
building projects.

To learn more or for assistance,
contact JCCD at 717-436-8953,
ext. 5. We are happy to assist
in making your project the best
it can be!




ESM Practices
Headwalls & Endwalls
Cross Pipes / Shallow Cross Pipes
French Mattress
Under drains
High Water Bypass
Stream Culverts — Flood Resiliency
Driving Surface Aggregate
Crown & Cross Slope
Broad Based Dips/ Waterbars
Bank Benches
“Through the Bank” pipes
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CARBIDE TIPPED GRADER
BLADE RENTAL

The JCCD Grader Blade is eligible
for municipalities located in Juniata,

Mifflin,  Snyder,  Perry, and
Huntingdon Counties. The district
borrowing the blade will be

intermediary and will be responsible
for getting and returning the blade to
the JCCD office. To obtain the blade,
notify JCCD to schedule. The blade
can be reserved for no more than five
(5) consecutive workdays at a time if
another municipality has also
requested its use. Reservations are on
a first-come, first served basis.

RENTAL FEE: $10 per day

2024 ESM TRAININGS

March 20-21 (Cambria County)
April 2-3 (Schuylkill County)
April 24-25 (Armstrong County)
May 15-16 (McKean County)
June 5-6 (Wayne County)

July 10-11 (Clinton County)
July 31-August 1 (Beaver County)
August 14-15 (Perry County)
September 11-12 (Crawford County)
September 25-26 (Bradford County)
October 23-24 (Fulton County)
November 6-7 (Lancaster County)

DGLVR Application Summary

Program  Road Name Municipality Grant Award Grant Award Total
DGR Maze Delaware  $ 66,514.94
) DGR Cider Press Beale $ 7,798.80
Spring 2023 : S 204,707.42
DGR Ernies Monroe $ 31,834.52
DGR Goldie Hollow 1 Greenwood $ 98,559.16
DGR Shope Hill Susquehanna | $ 87,771.00 {
DGR Light Susquehanna | $ 49,145.00 $ 231,861.51
Fall 2023 DGR Nipple Delaware $ 94,945.51
LVR Goldie Hollow 2 Greenwood $ 26,279.84 r
S 55,108.69
LVR Old Butchershop ~ Fermanagh $ 28,828.85
DGLVR Project Funding Awarded in 2023 $ 491,677.62

DGLVR construction season was very busy with projects in six (6)
townships accounting for eight (8) of the ten (10) contracted projects. Four
(4) projects were completed in 2023 in Fermanagh Township, Monroe
Township, and Greenwood Township. A summary is provided below:

DGLVR Project Funding Summary 2023

L Project Township .
Program Road Name Municipality ) Project Total
Funding Spent Match

DGR North Ridge Fermanagh $ 100,000.00 | S 21,313.68 | $ 121,313.68
DGR Maze Delaware S 46,560.46 S 46,560.46
DGR Cider Press Beale S  5,459.16 $ 5,459.16
DGR Ernies Monroe $ 31,83452 S - |$ 31,834.52
DGR Goldie Hollow 1 |Greenwood S 98,559.16 | $ 25,068.18 |$ 123,627.34
DGR Shope Hill Susquehanna S 43,885.50 S 43,885.50
DGR Light Susquehanna S 24,572.50 S 24,572.50
DGR Nipple Delaware S 47,472.75 | $ 2,565.28 | S 50,038.03
LVR Goldie Hollow 2 |Greenwood S 13,139.92 $ 13,139.92

LVR Old Butchershop |Fermanagh $ - $ -
Totals| $ 411,483.97 | § 48,947.14 | $ 460,431.11

DGLVR Project Funding Spent in 2023 - projectshighlighted in gray were completed in 2023

Top left: North Ridge Road, Fermanagh Township. Replaced
undersized, double pipes with a 15’1”X5’8” aluminum plate,
arch box culvert.
Top right: Goldie Hollow 1, Greenwood Township. Infiltration
bed to control groundwater seeps.
Bottom left: Ernies Road, Monroe Township. 650 feet of
underdrain, two new pipes, and four head and end walls.




Watershed Protections

Lions Club Park/Sheaffer Property at East Licking Creek in Milford
Township was awarded $300,000 in Countywide Action Plan (CAP)
Implementation Grant funding, through the Chesapeake Bay Phase IlI
Watershed Implementation Plan (WIP) overseen by the PA Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP), for stream restoration and fish habitat
improvement. US Fish and Wildlife Services were the contracted service
providers completing the restoration. The project installed 1,335 feet of
mudsills, 11 log/rock cross vanes, two (2) rock toe structures (145 feet), and six
(6) random boulders to restore 2,550 feet of stream.

Riparian Rangers- JCCD, Juniata
Watershed Alliance, and the
Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay
hosted a Riparian Ranger volunteer
training at East Juniata High School
/2 on June 1, 2023. Riparian Rangers
%% were trained and provided tools and
resources to establish positive
landowner relationships to ensure
buffer maintenance was conducted
routinely. An interpretive sign was
installed to educate visitors of the
purpose and benefits of Riparian Buffers Training and equipment were free. If
you are interested in learning more about Riparian Rangers, contact the
District at 717-436-8953, ext 5, or visit
https://www.allianceforthebay.org/project/riparian-rangers/.  Training and
equipment are free, and scheduling is flexible. Volunteers must be 18-years or
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Financial and other support for this project was provided by the Pennsylvania Association of
Conservation Districts, Inc. through a grant from the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental
Protection under Section 319 of the Clean Water Act, administered by the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency.

LAWN CARE

MOWING YOU DOWN?

PA cares for two million
acres of lawn-all needing
fertilizers, water, and
mowing. To become a better
environmental steward,
consider converting your lawn
into a forest or meadow. Both
add diversity, create a
beautiful landscape, reduce
mowing time and costs,
protect water, and benefit
wildlife and pollinators!

To learn more about adding a
forested landscape, a native
meadow, or a riparian buffer
to your property, call 717-
436-8953, ext. 5.

Funding and technical support
in  maintenance and are
available.

Restoring and preserving
forests and meadows in
Juniata County is key to
protecting water and habitat!




Conservation Sales!

Locally handcrafted items are
available for purchase at the
conservation district.

Available for sale each weekday
from 8:00 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.:
e Bluebird Box $21.20
e Bat House $26.50
o Wood Duck Box
$45.00
e RainBarrel  $45.00

In 2023, one (1) rain barrel, one
(1) bat box, and nine (9) bluebird
boxes were sold. One (1) wood
duck box was donated to the
Lions Club Park and two (2) bat
boxes were donated to Tuscarora
Township.

'pennsylvania
| DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY PROGRAM

JCCD has adopted a two-mile
strip of Old Route 22. On July 5,
2023, four (4) staff cleared 11
bags of roadside trash from the
route.

The Rooting for Trees Live Stake Field Day at
Zook Dam Project on East Licking Creek in
Milford Township hosted eight (8) community and
watershed organization adult volunteers, two (2)
youth and three (3) agency representatives for
instruction in identifying, cutting, storing, and
installing live stakes on streambanks for water
quality protection. More than 700 live stakes were
installed by participants.

&

; . Financial and other support for this project is provided &

"=/ by the Pennsylvania Association of Conservation Districts, Inc. through a grant

" from the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection under Section 319
of the Clean Water Act, administered by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

Grate Expectations: To reduce pollution entering the Juniata River, JCCD,
Mrs. Johnna Towsey’s Juniata High School science students, and Juniata
Watershed Alliance volunteers stenciled reminders to never dump into street
storm drains in Mifflintown Borough. Students also v

designed and hung nearly 400 door hangers on the
boroughs’ residencies. Door hangers provided
contact information for residents interested in
learning more about stormwater management and
water quality protection. .
In advance of the students’ stormwater management =3
outreach, Mifflintown Municipal Authority hosted
a field trip on September 28, 2023, for the class to
learn the process of accessing and treating drinking
water locally. A common misconception is that
storm grate drainage flows to treatment facilities to be treated for drinking.
The truth is storm  drains in Juniata County lead directly to local streams
and the Juniata River without receiving any treatment or filtration.

Mrs. Towsey and her students presented
what they learned about stormwater
management,  water  protection  and
treatment, and generating a student-led
community  awareness initiative  to
Mifflintown Borough Council and local
classrooms and conservation clubs. The
students welcome the opportunity to present
the project to any interested borough or civic
group willing to host. Materials are available to provide storm drain
stenciling to additional municipalities through June 1, 2024.

sanventor sussciznas - Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protections 2023
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% pennsyl\rania Financial and other support for this project has been provided by the

Environmental Education Grants Program.




Recycling

JCCD houses the Junlata County Recycling Program. Since 2014, JCCD
has collected Juniata County municipal and
business recycling reports for submission of
mandated annual reporting to the
Department of Environmental Protection.
Based on the rate of recycling conducted by
municipalities and businesses, the county is
reimbursed by the state. Those funds
support events such as Electronics
Recycling Day, Tire Recycling Challenge, and the Juniata River Cleanup.

In addition to reporting, the recycling coordinator provides resources and
support to businesses, individuals, and municipalities seeking recycling
program opportunities and information. JCCD also educates the public
regarding recycling trends and practices through a quarterly newspaper
column entitled Think Outside the Bin. JCCD holds membership with
Professional Recyclers of Pennsylvania (PROP) and works closely with
Mifflin County Solid Waste Authority and local recycling service
providers.

Recvcllng Bin Rentals JCCD has six (6) 32-gallon recycling bins with
single stream lids available for use by Juniata
County agencies and residents hosting public
events. The agency or event representative
is responsible for the delivery and expense of
recycllng but the use of bins is free. There
no cost to reserve bins. Contact the
cycling coordinator at the District.

Pick Up PA JCCD registered two (2) volunteer groups for Pick Up PA.
Juniata Watershed Alliance (JWA) hosted the Canal House Clean Up on
April 15, 2023, as a Pick-Up PA event.
Eighteen (18) volunteers of all ages removed
22 bags of trash, seven (7) tires, and
miscellaneous items from the two-mile
stretch of roadway. Fifteen (15) staff
members of the Ag Service Center and
residents of Horningtown Road collected 27
bags from Horningtown Road, Stoner Road,
and Stoney Creek Drive on April 5, 2023.

PennDOT provides all trash bags, safety vests, gloves, and pickers to those
who enroll between March 31% and May 1%. Fermanagh Township
provided trash, tire, and electronic disposal. To learn how you can become
involved in Pick Up PA and other clean up events, contact the District , or
visit https://www.keeppabeautiful.org/programs/pick-up-pa/.

o RECYCLING IS COOL

JCCD  held their annual
Electronics Recycling Day on
Saturday, April 22, 2023, at the
Juniata County Fairgrounds.
Residents were invited to bring
their unwanted electronics to be
recycled and repurposed by
Responsible Recycling Services,
LLC., of Kutztown, PA.

Electronics Recycling Day drew
an estimated 71 Juniata County
households representing 16 of 17
townships and boroughs
resulting in 12,733 pounds of
electronics collected.

The annual Tire Recycling
Challenge was held on Saturday,
September 23, 2023, at the
Juniata County Fairgrounds.
Residents were invited to bring
unwanted tires to be recycled by
Mahantango  Enterprises  of
Liverpool, PA. Juniata
Wrestling Club volunteered to
assist in loading and lacing 494
collected tires.

Many thanks are extended to all
who participated and to the
Juniata County  Agricultural
Society for the use of the
fairgrounds.




The 2023 fair display
showcased identification
and prevention of avian
influenza in backyard
flocks and poultry
operations, as well as, the
district’s programs,
upcoming events, and
volunteer opportunities.
Handouts included
pamphlets, stormwater
management bookmarkers,
and the 2022 annual report.
Customized reusable egg
crates by Cora Musser
were raffled. Visit us in the
commercial building at the
2024 Juniata County Fair.

Fair Giveaway Winners:
Marlene Swartz &
Makenzee Kerlin

wE arg A
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Juniata County School District Wellness Day:
JCCD and Wilding Hope Floristry educated staff of
the benefits of flowers for health and environmental
wellness, offered volunteer opportunities, held a
flower arrangement workshop, and raffled a tree
provided by the Chesapeake Bay Foundation
Keystone 10-Million Trees Partnership.

Port Royal Speedway Kids’ Night JCCD joined
local agencies to provide games and educational
activities to approximately 300 visitors to Port
Royal Speedway Kids’ Night.
JCCD presented Tracks atthe
Track, a hands-on wildlife track =
identification activity.

Little Buffalo State Park Art Festival: JCCD joined
DCNR Environmental Educator, Mindy Wilt, at Little
Buffalo State Park to teach environmental conservation and
watershed protection lessons to festival visitors.

Juniata County Fourth Grade Ag Exploration Day:

j Juniata Valley Chamber of Commerce’s Business and

| Education Committee, Reinford Farms, and JCCD hosted
an ag career awareness event for nearly 200 Juniata
County fourth graders. Students rotated through 12
stations presented by local agriculture representatives,
enjoyed milkshakes from PA Dairyman’s Association,
and visited with the PA Deputy Secretary of Agriculture,

Lisa Graybeal.

SOAKING iN Sail

c
with the Juniata County Conservation Distr

Wednesday, June 28 10-11 am

Juniata County Library Summer
Reading Program

DON'T WORRY
"BEE" HAPPY

with the Juniata County Conservation District
Wednesday, June 21 10-11 am

A prasentation for students in Grade 3 and above about
A presentation for students in preschool through Grade 2 soll microbes.
about pollinators.
* Learn about microbial activity in soil
* Investigate different kinds of pollinators * Watch “Soll s Alive* video
* Learn abo at work

* Complete . ent
* Receive Mighty Mini Microbes Tale activity book

* compete in a pol

Registration opens May 30

nator relay
Registration opens May 30

Location: Juniata County Library
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Envirothon

Biennially, JCCD hosts the
Mifflin/Juniata Envirothon
in the spring. The

environmental competition is
open to all students in grades

nine through 12. A team of
five (5) students competes
locally, and the winning
team advances to the state
Envirothon competition. In
2023, two (2) East Juniata
High School and ten (10))
Juniata High School teams
were registered to compete
in the five (5) environmental

JHS The Red Spotted Newts: (I-r) Teagan
Trout, Vaugh Davis, Cassett Trout, Calista
Boaz, Cassett Trout, and Chaz Auker

testing stations: wildlife, forestry, soils, aquatics, and the current issue.
Members of the winning team, Juniata High School’s The Red Spotted
Newts, were each awarded a $400 scholarship to be collected upon their
graduation. The Juniata Envirothon Scholarship is funded and
administered by the JCCD Board of Directors.

Juniata Envirothon T-Shirt Design Contest

K.

Shown (I-r): Aidan
Gardner, Rachel Shreffler,
art instructor, and Daniel
Shearer.

JCCD received 74 entries for the annual
Envirothon T-shirt Design Contest. The

Ly staff of the Ag Service Center voted JHS

senior, Aidan Gardner’s submission and
JHS junior, Daniel Shearer’s submission as
the best designs. The designs were
presented on all the t-shirts issued to
Juniata County team participants, coaches,
and volunteers for the Mifflin-Juniata
Envirothon. Contestants needed to be a
Juniata County student in grades 9-12.

Winners were awarded a $25 Visa gift card and a complimentary t-shirt
with their design. The contest was promoted through the Juniata County
School District Art Department, Juniata Christian School, the Juniata
County Christian Homeschoolers’ Association, and JCCD social media.

Juniata Elementary School Fall Festival: Even

“Bad Guys” Benefit Ecology. JCCD spent the
day with all the students enjoying Juniata -
Elementary School’s Fall Festival. It was [

discussed that there are no "bad" animals because
all wildlife has an important role in the
ecosystem.

Envirothon Study Sessions

Juniata High School team
advisors invited JCCD and
Envirothon station leaders to
host Envirothon study
workshops after school in
preparation for the Mifflin-
Juniata Envirothon
competition.  Coaches and
local businesses, Harling
Hoagie Shop and Tusc-View
Ag, provided a light meal and
refreshments to the attending
Envirothon teams. Harlings
Hoagie Shop, Sals OIP, and
Mexico Market offered gift
cards to the top student of each
workshop. Valuing hands-on
experience, Frymoyer and Son
Excavating and East Juniata
High School administration
and maintenance provided an
open soil pit for students to
examine with NRCS soil
scientists and District
Conservationists.




Eels on Wheels

A\

JCCD and EJHS biology
students took the eels on the
road for Juniata Christian
School science classes and
Tuscarora  Junior  High
School’s Trout in the
Classroom Release. Biology
student, Kolten Martin, and
JCCD staff led the students in
learning about the American
eel’s life cycle, loss of habitat,
and  environmental and
historical significance.

Youth Protecting Water
Quality

.

Photos (left-right): Tuscarora Jr. High
(TJHS) Conservation Club buffer
maintenance at Christian Retreat Center,
East Juniata Elementary Trout Release,
Juniata High School Advanced Biology
Watershed Study at Little Buffalo State
Park, and TJHS Conservation Club Trout
Release at Lions’ Club Park.

EELS IN THE CLASSROOM EXPANDS JCCD was awarded a
2022 Environmental Education grant through the PA Department of
Environmental Protection to support an American eel classroom learning
station in the East Juniata High School (EJHS) biology department. Ten (10)
eels were provided by Susquehanna River Basin Commission to be raised by
biology and advanced biology students under the advisement of Laura Toth
from September 7, 2022 until their release into the Juniata River on May 3,
2023
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Envirocamp: Basom Park, Richfield. June 12-15, 2023: Juniata and Snyder
County students entering first through fourth grades registered for Kids’
Enviro Camp to enjoy hands-on, interactive activities such as stream studies,
wildlife scavenger hunts, fighting and preventing wildfires, painting
community rain barrels, building personal rain gutter gardens, snacks, games,
crafts and more-all related to water, wildlife, soil, and forestry conservation!

Snyder-Juniata Kids’ Enviro Camp will be held at Basom Memorial Park
June 17-19, 2024, from 5:30-7:30 p.m. for Snyder and Juniata County
children entering first through fourth grades. Registration information will be
sent home at the close of the school year and provided at
https://www.facebook.com/juniataccd.

"% pennsylvania  Financial and other support for Snyder-Juniata Kids’” Enviro Camp
g pepnTvent oF enviconvenal js- provided by a 2022 Department of Environmental Protection
Environmental Education Grant.
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https://www.facebook.com/juniataccd

2023 DISTINGUISED SERVICE AWARD RECIPIENTS
JCCD held the annual holiday banquet and December board meeting at

which the district presented three (3) district board members with
recognition plaques for their years of service and dedication to the district
and to the agricultural and environmental conservation of Juniata County.
Absent from the award ceremony was Donald Bashore who has served the
district since 2000.

I-r: Richard Hackenberger, Eric
Brubaker, Board Chairman: Mr.
Hackenberger is recognized for

51 years of service.

I-r: Shirley Saner, Eric Brubaker,
Board Chairman: Mrs. Saner is
recognized for 12 years of service.

JCCD and District Soil Conservationist Melissa Erdman presented Steve
Gessner with a recognition plaque for 25 combined years of service with
JCCD and NRCS. “Miles and miles of streambank fencing and gallons and
gallons of manure storage and are attributed to Steve’s tireless work.” stated
Erdman. Gessner cited many years of building relationships with area
farmers by “talking fishing, hunting, and farming” has been nothing less
than rewarding.

I-r: Melissa Erdman, Steve Gessner, and Eric Brubaker,
Board Chairman: Mr. Gessner is recognized for 25 years
of combined service with JCCD and NRCS.
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Summer Intern

Cora Musser, the 2023
summer intern for the JCCD.
Cora is a 2023 graduate of
Juniata High School and a
freshman at Penn  State
University where she majors in
agriculture science with a
minor in poultry science. Upon
college graduation, Cora hopes
to secure a position pertaining
to poultry genetics and
nutrition. Her extracurricular
activities included FFA, the
Mifflin/Juniata  Envirothon,
JHS girls’ basketball, fishing,
and employment at Sal’s OIP.
Through her internship
experience, Cora learned the
history and purpose of
conservation  districts, took
particular interest in assisting in
Nutrient Management planning
and farm site visits, and
developed new curriculum,
newsletters, mailing lists, and
displays  for  community
education and outreach.




Natural Resources
Conservation Service
(NRCS)
Conservationist‘s
Juniata County
2023 Report

United States

:7-— Department of
[

Natural Resources Conservation Service
—————————————————————

+* Conservation plans

assessed, acres: 25,762 acres
*(Note: Because NRCS assesses
acres for individual programs, some
acres may be duplicated, if the
landowner is enrolled in multiple
programs).

% EQIP has been
implemented under 15 new
contracts totaling
$1,640,822.64

“* CSP has been implemented
under 30 new contracts
totaling $1,620,801.72

+ 9,195 acres in Juniata
County - Conservation applied
to improve Environmental
Quality (whether through
EQIP, CSP or CTA).

To learn more about

NRCS programming,
contact 717-436-4010.

AGRICULTURAL CONSERVATION
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (ACAP)

Created through the Clean Stream Fund established by the FY2022-2023
Pennsylvania State Budget and introduced in 2023, the Agricultural
Conservation Assistance Program (ACAP) provides financial and
technical assistance for the implementation of best management practices
(BMPs) on agricultural operations within the Commonwealth.

JCCD was allocated $1.94 million to install conservation practices in
Juniata County. The first round of applications awarded $1.87 million to
ten (10) Juniata County projects in partnership with the local Natural
Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) office. NRCS provided initial
inventory and evaluation, project scope, project design and plans,
construction oversight and management of the projects. Additional
partners include the Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay and Land O’Lakes
Co-Op.

Six (6) projects were contracted for a total cost-share of $870,500 in 2023.
Four (4) projects were under active construction in 2023 and two (2) of
those projects have been fully completed. Constructed BMPs include:
animal heavy use areas with roofs, waste storage facilities with roofs, trails
and walkways, subsurface drainage, grassed waterways, and riparian
buffer plantings.

BEFORE: Brown congregation feeding lot with uncontained sediment and manure.
AFTER: Completed heavy use area (HUA) and waste storage facility with roof.

use areas (HUA) to contain manure and separate stormwater from animals and manure. The
two HUAs replaced the metal fenced area in before photo.
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Juniata
Watershed
Alliance

2023 In Review

Juniata Watershed Alliance (JWA) thanks the board, members, and volunteers

for their ongoing commitment.

JWA volunteers contributed $3,229.00 in

service to Juniata County in 2023.

Riparian Rangers: The team is caring for six (6) buffer sites totaling
15 acres in Juniata County. Training is provided by the Alliance for
the Chesapeake Bay and JCCD.

Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful: JWA hosted the Canal House Big
Spring Clean on April 15, 2023. Eighteen (18) community
participants collected twenty-two (22) bags of trash, seven (7) tires,
and miscellaneous plastic, porcelain, and metal items from entering
the Juniata River.

Riparian Buffer Month: JWA celebrated Riparian Buffer Month on
October 21, 2023, with a meet and greet at Walnut Cheese Nook.
JWA volunteers provided visitors with free 2X2 containerized trees,
tree shelters, and environmental information.

Grate Expectations: JWA members volunteered to assist students
stenciling 60 “no dumping” storm drain reminders and in hanging
400 stormwater management educational door hangers in
Mifflintown Borough.

Partnerships: JWA has partnered with Eels in the Classroom
releases with Juniata and East Juniata High School, Penns Creek
Trout Unlimited, Chesapeake Conservancy Live Stake Cooperative,
Keystone 10-Million Trees Partnership, PA Organization for
Watersheds and Rivers (POWR), Juniata River Valley Visitors
Bureau, and CREP maintenance programming.

JWA looks forward to continued growth in 2024. If you are interested in
volunteering, planning events, or becoming a member, contact JCCD.
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COUNTYWIDE ACTION
PLANS

As a result of Governor Wolf’s
$17.4 million grant funding
announcement to improve
local water quality for the
Chesapeake Bay Watershed,
Tri-County Regional Planning
Commission was awarded
$1,035,915 for Dauphin, Perry,
Mifflin, and Juniata Counties
to improve the health of local
streams, rivers, and lakes by
reducing nutrient and sediment
pollution. JCCD has secured
$300,000 of that total to
implement a stream restoration
project in the East Licking
Creek Watershed.

How does this benefit
Juniata County?

Community planning ensures
the individualized needs of
each county are met using
available resources. CAP is
not establishing new
regulations but working to
empower localities to lead in
identifying pollution and flood
reduction  solutions  and
identifying grant funding and
cost-share opportunities for the
improvement of local water
quality.

To learn more,  Visit
DEP.pa.gov
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Cooperating Agency Contacts

Juniata County Government

Alice J. Gray, Commissioner, Chairperson

Todd A. Graybill, Commissioner, Vice-Chairperson
Mark R. Partner, Commissioner, Secretary

S. James Bahorik, County Administrator

Farm Service Agency (FSA)
e Bobb Jo Zimmerman, CED

Farm Loan Program
e Robert Zeigler, Farm Loan Officer

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
e Melissa Erdman, District Conservationist

Penn State Extension
o Jeff Hackenberg, Client Relationship Manager

Juniata Watershed Alliance
e Julie Hurst, President

PA Department of Conservation & Natural Resources
e Lucas Book, Service Forester

PA Fish and Boat Commission
e Seth Strawser, Waterways Conservation Officer

PA Game Commission
e  South Central Region

Contact Us

146 Stoney Creek Drive, Suite 4
Mifflintown, PA 17059
(717)-436-8953, ext. 5

Email:
juniataccd@juniataccd.org
Website:
http://juniataccd.org/
Social Media:
https://www.facebook.com/juniataccd
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717-436-7703
717-436-7701
717-436-7702
717-436-7704

717-436-4008

717-436-4003

717-436-4010

814-409-7977

717-808-8020

717-536-3191

717-486-7087

814-643-1831
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