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 Years of Distinguished Service Recognized 

JCCD held the annual holiday banquet and December board meeting 
at which three (3) district board members were presented with recog-
nition plaques for their years of service and dedication to the district 
and to the agricultural and environmental conservation of Juniata 
County.  Absent from the award ceremony was Donald Bashore who 
served the district since 2000.   

The district and District Soil Conservationist 
Melissa Erdman presented Steve Gessner with a 
recognition plaque for 25 combined years of ser-
vice with JCCD and NRCS.  “Miles and miles of 
streambank fencing and gallons and gallons of 
manure storage and are attributed to Steve’s 
tireless work.”  stated Erdman.  Gessner cited 
many years of building relationships by “talking 

               fishing, hunting, and farming” with area farmers has been nothing less 
                            than rewarding.   

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PA’s Dirt/Gravel and Low Volume Road Maintenance Program provides funding to reduce stream pollution 
caused by runoff and sediment from unpaved and low volume public roads. Enacted into law in April 1997 as 
Section 9106 of the PA Vehicle Code, the goal of the program is to create a more environmentally and economi-
cally sustainable low volume road network through education, outreach, and project funding. 

  

2023 Highlights 
North Ridge Road, Fermanagh Township: 
Replaced undersized, double pipes with a 15’1” x 
5’8” aluminum plate arch box culvert.  

Project value: $121,000 
Grant: $100,000, Township: $21,000. 

Ernies Road, Monroe Township: Installed 650- 
ft of underdrain, two (2) new pipes, and four (4)  
headwalls and end walls.  

Project value: $31,800 

Goldie Hollow 1, Greenwood Township: In-
stalled an infiltration bed to control groundwa-
ter seeps, two (2) cross pipes, and 750 feet of 
underdrain. 

Project value: $123,600 
Grant: $98,600, Township: $25,000 

 

2023 DGLVR  

Projects and Funding:  

 

Dirt & Gravel Roads:  

Three (3) contracts,   

Two (2) townships 

Total DGR Grant Funding:  

$331,861.51 

 

Low Volume Roads:  

Five (5) contracts, 

Four (4)townships 

Grant Funding: $259,816.11 

   

Total DGVLR Grants in 
2023: $591,677.62 

Richard Hackenberger  

recognized for 51 years 

of service. 
Shirley Saner recognized 

for 12 years of service. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Mifflin/Juniata Envirothon is an environmental competi-

tion for high school students in ninth through 12th grade.  

Hands-on environmental learning provides invaluable les-

sons for understanding human impact on the nature’s eco-

systems and develops analytical thinking to address envi-

ronmental issues through problem-solving and action. 

Juniata County’s top scoring team advances to the PA Envi-

rothon competition and is awarded a $2,000 scholarship 

provided by the JCCD Board of Directors.  To learn more 

about Envirothon, contact mindy-musser@juniataccd.org or 

visit https://www.envirothonpa.org/  Team registrations are 

due March 1, 2024. 
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Blue Valley Industries, Inc. 
Buttonwood Campground 

Hoobers, Inc. 
Juniata Valley Bank 

Route 333 Supplies, LLC  
 
JCCD annually enrolls approximately 60 local students in Envirothon and enrollment in-
creases each year.  Sponsorships support event awards, t-shirts, and study workshops.  In 
return for a sponsorship, Juniata County Envirothon offers multiple advertising opportuni-
ties including media coverage and event/study workshop recognition.    For a donation of 
$100.00, the sponsoring business’ logo will be included on the Envirothon t-shirt designed 
by a high school student and provided to every participant, coach, volunteer, and station 
leader.  If you are interested in making a contribution, please send your donation to Juniata 
County Envirothon at 146 Stoney Creek Drive, Suite 4, Mifflintown, PA  17059, or email 
mindy-musser@juniataccd.org on or before March 1, 2024. 



 

 

Page 3 

 

Juniata Conservation Conversation 

     

     RECYCLING? 
 

JCCD has six (6) 32-gallon 
recycling bins with single 
stream lids available for use 
by Juniata Co. residents/
agencies hosting public 
events.   There is no cost. 

 
SUPPORT RECYCLING IN 

JUNIATA 
 

As part of the PA Department of Environmental 
Protection Annual Act 101 County Recycling 
Annual Report, JCCD is required to submit a 
summary of all material recycled from and in 
Juniata County.  Business, hauler, processor, and 
resident input is both required and valuable as 
reported recycling activity generates income for 
conservation programming such as the annual 
Tire Recycling Challenge, Juniata River Day, and 
the Electronics Recycling Collection.  To learn 
more about reporting  your recycling activity, con-
tact Mindy Musser at 717-436-4017 or by email at 
mindy-musser@juniataccd.org. 

Locally handcrafted items are 

available for purchase at the 

conservation district.   

 

Available for sale each weekday from 

8:00 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.:    

Bluebird Box  $21.20 
Bat House  $26.50 
Wood Duck Box  $45.00 
Rain Barrel  $45.00 
 

THE GREAT AMERICAN CLEANUP  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fight dirty against litter bugs by registering a Pick Up PA event! 
 
• March 1st-May 31st Pick Up PA opens to any individual or group wanting to 

clean a public space, roadways, waterways or forested area 
• Work gloves, safety vests, pickers, and trash bags are available for free use 

while supplies last 
 
To learn more, contact Mindy Musser at 717-436-4017, email mindy-musser@juniataccd.org  
or visit https://www.keeppabeautiful.org/programs/pick-up-pa/ 
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Need Environmentally  
Sensitive  

Maintenance (ESM)  
Certified? 

 

To be eligible to apply for DGLVR grants 
at least one person overseeing the project 
implementation is required to be ESM 
certified. 
 

2024 ESM certification dates will be an-
nounced in early 2024. Register at  
https://dirtandgravel.psu.edu/education-
training/esm-course/in-person-esm-
trainings/ 
 

Juniata County Ag Land Preservation Program 

2024 Application Period Opens 

 

Juniata County’s Agricultural Land Preservation Board has 

announced that applications for its 2024 Ag Land Preser-

vation Program will be accepted  from December 1, 2023, 

through January 31, 2024.  

The purpose of the program is to permanently preserve 

Juniata County’s most valuable and productive ag land 

through the purchase or donation of conservation ease-

ments often called “developmental rights” . 

The program is competitive so only the highest –ranked 

farm(s) are selected for conservation easement purchases.  

To be eligible, a tract of farmland must meet minimum cri-

teria.   

To learn more about the Ag Land Preservation Program or 

to obtain an application, contact Lori Glace at 717-436-

4021 or email juniataccd@juniataccd.org  

Planning to Build? 
 

 
Are you planning to build a home, add a garage, construct  an outbuilding, or expand parking at your 

business? Construction activities require a permit or an approved plan.  

Juniata County Conservation District can assist you in the building process.  Any project involving 5,000 

sq. feet of earth disturbance requires an erosion and sedimentation (E&S) plan to be followed and kept at 

the worksite.   

When the earth disturbance reaches one (1) acre or more, an NPDES permit is required and must be sub-

mitted for review by the conservation district.  Any fill taken from a NPDES-permitted site needs an E&S 

plan for the location it will be taken to as well.   

Your local municipality may have additional regulations for building projects.   

To learn more or for assistance, contact Juniata County Conservation District at 717-436-8953, ext. 5.  

We are happy to assist in making your project the best it can be! 

Better Roads, Cleaner Streams 
PA's Dirt/Gravel and Low Volume Roads 
(DGLVR) Program provides local road-
owning entities with grant funding for road 
and environmental improvements on un-
paved and low-volume paved roads. 
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Financial Support to Commodity and 
Specialty Crop Producers Impacted by 

2022 Natural Disasters  
 

Eligible impacted producers can apply for financial 

assistance through the Emergency Relief Program 

(ERP) 2022. The program will help offset the 

financial impacts of crop yield and value losses from 

qualifying disasters occurring in 2022.  ERP program 

benefits will be delivered to eligible producers 

through a two-track process.  FSA intends to make 

both tracks available to producers at the same time.  

It is important to note that disaster-impacted produc-

ers may be eligible for ERP 2022 assistance under 

one or both tracks.  To avoid duplicate benefits, if a 

producer applies for both tracks, the Track 2 pay-

ment calculation will take into account any payments 

received through Track 1.   

ERP applications opened on October 31, 2023.  No 

deadline has been  announced.   

Those who wish to confirm the status of their forms 

or would like more information regarding ERP can 

contact FSA at 717-436-8953, ext. 2. or visit https://

www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/

emergency-relief/index 

NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT 

 PLANNING 

 
Nutrient management is the science and practice di-
rected to link soil, crop, weather, and hydrologic fac-
tors with cultural irrigation and soil and water conser-
vation practices to achieve optimal nutrient use effi-
ciency, crop yields, crop quality, and economic returns, 
while reducing off-site transport of nutrients 
(fertilizer) that may impact the environment.  Delgado 
and Lemunyon. “Nutrient Management.” In Encyclo-
pedia of Soil Science (Vol 2). Ed. Rattan Lal. CRC 
Press, 2006. pp 1157-1160.  

 How do I know which plan is needed? 

· My operation has less than 2 AEU/acre so a manure 
management plan is required. 

· My operation has 2-299 AEU/acre so it is a Concen-
trated Animal Operation (CAO) and requires an 
ACT 38 plan. 

· My operation has 300 or more AEU/acre so it is a 
Concentrated Animal Feeding Operation (CAFO) 
and requires an ACT 38 plan. 

 AEUs for each type of animal = [average number of 
animals on a typical day that the animals are there x 
animal weight (lb) ÷ 1,000] x [number of days the ani-
mals are on the operation per year ÷ 365]  

NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT PLANNING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Description Dates Fees Required 

Registration 
Location 

Nutrient Management  
Orientation 

03/13/24 None Yes PA Dept. Ag 

Managing Manure  
Nutrients Workshop 

04/02/24- 

04/03/24 

None Yes S. Hayes Livestock 
Evaluation Center 

Stormwater and Soil Loss 
Workshop 

4/23/24-

04/24/24 

None Yes Clinton Co.  
Extension Office 

P-Index 4/25/24- 
04/25/24 

None Yes Clinton Co. 
Extension Office 

Plan Writing Workshop 4/30/24- 
05/02/24 

None Yes Livestock Eval.  
Center 

ACA & Manure Storage 
Workshop 

05/20/24- 
05/21/24 

None Yes Union Co. Gov  
Center 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/emergency-relief/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/emergency-relief/index

