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SPECIAL EVENT HIGHLIGHTS!

Growing Flavors of Spring: A Women in Agriculture Event

Ninety-three (93) participants gathered at Juniata Valley Winery
to celebrate and learn about local agricultural hot topics!

Participants learned about Advocacy 101 from MeeCee Baker,
Versant Strategies; Bio-Security & Backyard Flocks from Alina
Corey, Maple Lawn Associates, LCC; Connections between Soil
Health & Human Health from Melissa Erdman, Natural Resource
Conservation Service; Springing into Native Plants from Josh
Clark, HRG; and Funding Conservation Projects through
Partnerships from Lori Glace, Juniata County Conservation
District.

Special thank you to Juniata High School FFA for growing basil and assembling herb planter favors that each
participant had to take home. Thank you to our corporate sponsors: Juniata Valley Bank (premier sponsor), HRG
Inc., Hoobers Inc., Farm Credit, and Team Ag!

Rain Barrel Workshop

On April 1%, 2025, JCCD hosted a rain barrel workshop, describing the benefits
of rain barrels and other at-home conservation practices to approximately
twenty-five (25) attendees. JCCD’s watershed specialist Nick Smith shared
information on rain barrels & the environmental benefits of those and other
conservation practices. JCCD also partnered with Mattea Derr with Penn State
Master Gardnerers where Mattea presented on native plant species and shared
at-home gardening tips. At the end
of the workshop, all pre-registered
attendees took home their free rain
barrel!

Have questions about rain barrels
or other at-home conservation
practices? Give Nick Smith a call @ (717) 997-8007 or send him an
email at nicholas-smith@juniataccd.org.



mailto:nicholas-smith@juniataccd.org

o £ 4 ; {:UNIATA COUNTY Juniata Conservation Conversation
CS—"2) CONSERVATION DISTRICT
Volume 2 No. 2

1
AGRICULTURAL CONSERVATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

As the Juniata County Conservation District eagerly waits for construction to start on their ACAP projects, they
have been working on getting other projects ready to break ground. In 2024, JCCD had 1 project started, that got
delayed until warmer weather. There are also 3 landowners with
projects that made the decision to wait until spring to start
construction. JCCD published 2 bid packages for ACAP projects,
with one set to start the end of April.

The Juniata County Conservation District also opened the
application period for new ACAP funding. JCCD was allocated
roughly $600,000 to be used on agricultural conservation practices
within Juniata County. The application period ends on April 25,
2025. If interested, please contact Maria Rickenbaugh at 717-997-
8003 to schedule a pre-application meeting. Right: Stone
stabilization for previous manure storage.

DIRT & GRAVEL ROADS

Over the past four months, the JCCD’s Dirt, Gravel, and Low Volume Road (DGLVR) program has been actively
preparing for the Spring 2025 application round for Juniata County Municipalities. The DGLVR program assists
local municipalities in funding and developing road projects. These projects aim to reduce sediment entering
streams and rivers and prevent further erosion on road surfaces, banks, and ditches.

A Dirt and Gravel Road is defined as a road surfaced with dirt, gravel, or other aggregate, while a Low Volume
Road is a paved road with less than 500 vehicles per day of travel. For the Spring 2025 application round, the JCCD
has received five applications from four townships: Lack, Fermanagh, Delaware, and Greenwood. This includes
three Dirt and Gravel applications and two Low Volume Road applications.

The JCCD will hold its Spring Quality Assurance Board (QAB) meeting on April 15th at 9:00 A.M. to review these
applications. The board will assess which road projects would be most beneficial based on Environmentally
Sensitive Maintenance (ESM) practices, cost-effectiveness, and their potential to improve road surfaces and
drainage features.
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EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL PROGRAM

The first few months of 2025 were full of changes for the Ch. 102
regulated community. We at the District are doing our best to
stay informed about the new requirements to be a resource for
our community as our county continues to develop while still
conserving the quality of our natural resources. As of March 31,
the District approved one PAG-02 NPDES permit and has four
PAG-02 NPDES permit applications and one NPDES Individual
permit application in review.

The 2024 PAG-02 National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES) General Permit came into effect on December
8t of 2024 and brought with it a wave of new and revised forms,
as well as many new training resources on DEP’s Pennsylvania
Clean Water Academy website.

If you are considering a building project that will impact over 5,000 square feet of ground, please contact us at JCCD
to learn about what erosion and sediment control best management practices will help protect the waterways near
your project during construction.

NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT

Although Winter is a slower time of year for some, it is a great time of the year to catch up on farm planning, the
Juniata County Conservation District held two Manure Management plan workshops in 2025.

The first one was February 5™ from 9 to 12 noon and the other was scheduled for February 12 from 12 to 4 PM.
Since we only had one local operator sign up for each Workshop, we opted for Nutrient Management Technician Brent
Leach to meet with each operator one on one to assist them in writing their Manure Management plans for their
operations.

The next few months the Act-38 program technicians will continue to conduct the required annual status reviews
In the county and the triennial plan reviews should soon be coming in for the review and approval process.
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WATERSHED

Spring & Summer is just around the corner, meaning construction season is soon here! JCCD & partners will be
completing six (6) separate watershed projects in 2025, including:

East Licking Creek — Stream Restoration *Zooks Dam* Lost Creek — Stream Restoration
East Licking Creek — Stream Restoration *Guss Park* Juniata River — Riverbank Restoration
East Licking Creek — Wetland Restoration *Port Royal Lawn to Meadow Conversion

Lions Club Park*

The watershed projects will continue to
promote clean, healthy water while reducing
pollutants and excess sediments from entering
our streams. If you are interested in watershed
projects such as stream restoration or lawn to
meadow conversion, feel free to give Nick Smith
acall @ (717) 997-8007 or send him an email at
nicholas-smith@juniataccd.org.

UPDATES / FUTURE EVENTS
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ELECTRONICS RECYCLING DAY!1! Tire Recycling Challenge!
Juniata County

Funiata County Fairgronmds
308 8= Street, Port Royal, PA 17082
Saturday, April 267, 2025
Sam< 1 Lam or Until Truacks arve Full
*Juniata County Residents Only*

Ttems that can be recycled FREE of charge are listed below:
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