
SPRINGING INTO 
NATIVE PLANTS
JOSH CLARK, MLA, CBLP-D,-I

COUNTYWIDE ACTION PLAN (CAP) 
PROGRAM MANAGER 



AGENDA

Á WHAT ARE NATIVE PLANTS?

Á WHY ARE NATIVE PLANTS IMPORTANT?

Á HOW TO GET INVOLVED

Á SPRING GARDENING TIPS

Á Q&A



WHAT IS A 
NATIVE PLANT? 



NATIVE PLANTS OF THE 
CHESAPEAKE REGION 

Á Flowers, Ferns, trees, shrubs, and 

grasses that have always grown in our 

region

Á Native plants are adapted to our soil, 

climate, and pests

Á Native plants provide the best source 

of food (seeds, berries, and nectar) for 

bees, birds, butterflies, and other 

wildlife because these plants and 

animals evolved together



WHY ARE NATIVE PLANTS 
IMPORTANT?

Á Ecological Benefits 

Á Cleaning Water

Á Suitability & Resilience 

Á Battling Invasives  



ECOLOGICAL 
BENEFITS  



WHAT DOES 
WILDLIFE NEED 
TO THRIVE?
ÁFood Sources

ÁShelter & Protection



Hickory Horned Devil

Regal Moth





The Monarch 
Butterfly & 
Milkweed



SHELTER & 
PROTECTION



CLEANING WATER



PLANTS & 
STORMWATER

ÁInfiltration & 

Biomass

Á Phytoremediation 



INFILTRATION & 
BIOMASS



PHYTOREMEDIATION

Á A process that uses various types of 

plants to remove, transfer, stabilize, 

and/or destroy contaminants in the 

soil and groundwater.

Á Phyto = Plant

Á Remedium= Restored Balance



SUITABILITY & 
RESILIENCE 



HOME, 
SWEET HOME

ÁLocally Adapted to Soil, Pests, & Climate

ÁLess Watering

ÁLess Fertilizer

Á Less Pesticides 



NATURALLY 
RESILIENT



BEAUTY & 
PLACE



BATTLING 
INVASIVES



WHAT IS AN INVASIVE 
PLANT SPECIES?  



TOOLS & ALLIES 

ÁProper Removal Strategies

ÁRight Plant, Right Place

ÁDensity

ÁLegislation 

https://www.pa.gov/agencies/pda/plants-land-water/plant-industry/noxious-weeds-and-controlled-plants/controlled-plant-noxious-weed-lists.html


HOW TO GET INVOLVED?



TOOLS & ALLIES 

ÁProper Removal Strategies

ÁRight Plant, Right Place

ÁDensity

ÁLegislation 

INCORPORATE NATIVE PLANTS 
INTO YOUR FARM'S LANDSCAPE 

Á Plant them in your hedge rows

Á Consider planting a native riparian buffer 

along streams

Á Plant multi-functional native species

Á Companion plantings with row crops

Á Utilize them in your home garden 



WHAT DO YOU SEE HERE?



WHAT IF IT LOOKED LIKE THIS? 



HOST A LAWN CONVERSION
Á State Programs

o Department of Environmental 

Protection

Á Countywide Action Plan

Á Contact your local Conservation 

District for more details

o Department of Conservation and 

Natural Resources

Á Lawn Conversion Program

https://www.pa.gov/services/dcnr/request-help-converting-your-lawn-to-a-meadow.html


EASY TO IMPLEMENT 
& ADD COLOR



CHOOSE NATIVES OVER INVASIVES
Invasive: Burning Bush

Invasive: Japanese Barberry Native: Grow Lo Sumac

Native: Sweet Spire



SPRING 
GARDENING TIPS



THINGS TO TACKLE IN SPRING

Á Cleaning Up Garden Beds

Á Mulching

Á Planting New Plants

Á Pruning



CLEANING UP 
GARDEN BEDS



THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND

ÁWait for the ambient temperature to be 

50 degrees

Á Leaves are great compost!

Á Proper leaf disposal

ÁWatch out for early invasives

Á Remember where you planted your 

friends!



PROPER MULCHING
Purpose of Mulch:
ÁMoisture Retention
ÁWeed Suppression
ÁSoil Temperature 
ÁSoil Nutrition

Things To Keep In 
Mind
Á2-3 Inches 

Maximum
ÁKeep Away From 

The Base
ÁShredded 

Hardwood Is Best


